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 Water-wise tips for the summer 
 
With the warm weather upon us, many Toronto residents are working on their homes inside and out. 
 

Following are some tips you may wish to share with your constituents, to help them save time and water while 
protecting their homes and the environment. 

 
Basement flooding prevention  
Flood prevention is especially important in the summer when sudden, severe storms can greatly increase the 
risk of a flooded basement.  
 

To help prevent rain or ground water from seeping into your home: 

 Fix cracks or leaks in your home's foundation (walls and floors), basement windows or doors. 

 Clear eavestroughs and downspouts of leaves and other debris that prevent proper drainage. 

 Ensure the grading around your home slopes away from the foundation wall to help drain water away 
from your home (without negatively affecting neighbouring properties). 

 Increase the green space around your home with native plants and shrubs and install porous pavement 
to help absorb rain. 

 Clear debris from roadside catchbasins (grates) to help water enter the sewer (if it is safe to do so.) 
 

To help prevent a sewer backup: 

 Avoid creating any blockages in your sewer pipe: 
o Don't pour cooking grease down sink drains or into toilets. Once cooled, it becomes solid and 

sticks to the inside of sewer pipes creating a clog. Put excess grease in your Green Bin (ensure it 
can be absorbed by other organic materials). For those who don’t have Green Bins, dispose with 
your regular waste. 

o Do not flush dental floss, condoms, tampons, baby or "flushable" wipes or other non-
biodegradable products down the toilet.  

 Hire a City-licensed and qualified plumber to install a backwater valve and a properly-sized sump pump. 
Ensure the proper and regular maintenance of basement flooding devices in your home. Sump pumps 
need power to operate, so consider installing a back-up power source.  The City's Basement Flooding 
Subsidy Protection Program offers owners of single-family, duplex and triplex residential homes a 
financial subsidy of up to $3,400 per property to install flood protection devices. 

 Ensure that your plumbing is in good working condition -- you may want to hire a licensed plumber who 
can conduct specialized testing or inspection, often through a video camera. Homeowners are 
responsible for the plumbing from the property line to inside the home. The City is responsible for the 
public portion of the service lines. 

 Disconnect your downspouts from the City's sewer system where it is safe to do so. 



 

 

 

 
Stay hydrated  
Looking forward to summer sun and all the fun that goes with it? Don’t forget to stay cool. At less than a penny 
a litre, Toronto’s tap water is the most affordable choice when considering something to drink. Look for the HTO 
to go Water Trailer at a public event near you – fill up your reusable container with tap water on the go.  
 
Water-efficient gardening 
Water-efficient landscaping requires less maintenance, creates interest and is environmentally friendly.  Here 
are some tips to get you started: 
 

 Consider native plants and shrubs that use less water. 

 Water plants and lawns in the early morning to reduce water lost to evaporation. 

 Let water soak in — don’t apply water faster than your soil can soak it up. If water is running off your lawn, 
it’s time to stop. 

 Lawns only need about 2.5 cm (about 1 inch) of water once a week – use a rain gauge to keep track. 

 Sweep sidewalks and driveways clean instead of using a running hose. 
 
Car washing 
The dirt on cars can contain toxic chemicals, heavy metals, oil and grease. When you wash a car in your driveway 
or on the street, that dirty water runs into the storm sewers and straight into local waterways. To avoid having 
dirty water run into the storm sewer system, consider these options for washing your car: 
 

 Use a commercial car wash facility (coin or automatic). These facilities are required to follow a set of 
practices determined by the City, including treating wastewater and discharging it into the sanitary sewer 
system where it will receive further treatment. 

 Dispose of the wastewater into the sanitary sewer. By using a pail, washcloth and only a small amount of 
water and then wiping the car dry, the wastewater can be contained in the bucket and disposed of into the 
sanitary sewer through a laundry sink or toilet. Doing this means the wastewater will be treated at a 
wastewater treatment plant. 

 Find a location where the wastewater won’t flow into the storm sewer. For example, washing and rinsing 
your car on gravel (or another porous surface) allows the wastewater to be absorbed. 

 

All of these options will help protect public health and aquatic environments from the harmful effects of dirty 
water entering the storm sewers. 
 
 

For more tips, advice and information on programs and services visit toronto.ca/water. 
 

http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=71dc5830a898e310VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD

